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In two experiments reaction time (RT) and event-related potentials (ERPs) were measured to visual stimuli consisting of two objects (Duncan, 1984; Vecera & Farah, 1994) . Target stimuli were defined by two features, which either were distributed between the two objects or belonged to a single object. In Experiment 1 the two objects appeared in spatial overlap, whereas in Experiment 2 the two objects were spatially separated. In both experiments RT was shorter in the single-object condition. The late positive component of the ERP (P3) emerged, peaked, and declined earlier in the single-object condition. It is suggested that object-related attention may facilitate the earlier onset of search for the relevant features. © 1998 Academic Press Visual attention can be directed to a spatial location (e.g., Eriksen & Eriksen, 1974; Posner & Cohen, 1984; Shulman, Remington, & McLean, 1979) , two locations (Kramer & Hahn, 1995) , a set of locations (Vecera, 1994), or to a visual object (Duncan, 1984; Egly, Driver, & Rafal, 1994 (but see Vecera, 1994 Kramer & Watson, 1996; Treisman, Kahneman, & Burkell, 1983; Vecera & Farah, 1994) . Research using the method of event-related potentials (ERPs) provided convincing evidence about the perceptual locus of sustained attention to a particular location. The amplitude of an early ERP component (P1), contralateral to the eliciting stimulus, increases to stimuli presented to the attended location. This component is supposed to be generated in the prestriate cortex (for recent reviews see Hillyard et al., 1996; Mangun, Hillyard, & Luck, 1993) . Selection of visual features is related to the emergence of selection negativity, anterior positivity, and N2b components of the ERP (e.g. Czigler & Csibra, 1992; Harter & Aine, 1984; Kenemans, J.L., Smulders, & Kok, 1993; Smid & Heinze, 1997; Wijers, Mulder, Okita, & Mulder, 1989) . While the constituent features of a single object
